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Ed Ciesla
Exalted 
Ruler

MESSAGE FROM YOUR EXALTED RULER
Oh, What A Night!

Last month I spoke with you about the Elks National Foundation (ENF).  We had our Latin Gala Fundraiser on 
August 12, and oh boy, what a success it was!  We had almost 200 people in attendance.

The evening started with entertainment by a children’s cultural dance group, La Pollera Colorada, performing 
traditional Latin folk dances.  Reverend Belisario from Nativity Church delivered the blessing.  We then had a 
wonderful meal prepared by authentic Latin cooks from Sofie Meyer Wolf’s circle of close friends while the 
band entertained us with dinner music.  After dinner, we were entertained by a duet dressed in traditional 
Latin attire performing Salsa dances.  The rest of the evening was filled with dancing and music by The Latin 
Fun Singers.

After all was said and done, we raised $3776.00 for ENF.  A great big THANK-YOU goes to Sofie Meyer Wolf 
for spearheading this event.  And none of this would have been possible without the generous donations of 
TIME by a total of 36 volunteers, donating a total of 322 hours!  An event like this demonstrates just how 
important it is to be a volunteer at our Lodge.

Your Exalted Ruler, Ed Ciesla

Volunteer of the Month
This month’s VOM is someone who has just put in a tremendous 
effort, and a tremendous number of hours, resulting in a 
spectacularly successful event for both our Lodge and ENF.  I am 

happy to name Sofie Meyer Wolf our Volunteer of the Month.  
Please congratulate Sofie and help me show her how much we 
appreciation all she has done. .

Hostess Corner
The turn out at previous events has been fantastic!! I can see folks 
are excited about the things that have been planned. Let’s continue 
this support by inviting our family and friends. This month the Ladies 
are bringing back Casino Night. Be sure not to miss it. Last time they 
put it on it was so much fun. Put it in your calendar and get your 
tickets early.
Keep looking at the bugle and online calendar so you don’t miss 
out. There’s something going on almost every night!!
~ Terri

Labor Day Picnic 
Monday September 4th 12-2PM
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Chicken, 

Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, Salad, Ice 
Cream & More $5
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Brandon Lodge Officers for 2023-2024 Elk Year

Larry Oliver
1 Year Trustee
813-767-0870

Jim McCleary
4 Year Trustee
813-763-9019

Lou Valencia
Loyal Knight
813-376-9863

Carol DiAddezio
Inner Guard
484-678-3926

Ed Campbell
Lodge Esquire
813-245-0827

Mark Fox
Lodge Chaplain
813-785-5353

Robin Rutzke
Lecturing 
Knight
305-498-5654

Teresa Reeves
Tiler
813-650-1607

Mary Lou Schreck
Secretary
813-458-5872

Nancy Price
Treasurer
813-756-9341

Mark Vargo
3 Year Trustee
813-376-8855

Ed Ciesla
Exalted Ruler
813-679-7699

Marionette 
Garvey
5 Year Trustee
813-956--3776

2704

Donald Harrison
Leading Knight
813-376-8949

Accident Prevention - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678

Bugle Editor – Lara McCleary 203-988-5089

Community Activities - (COULD BE YOU!)

Drug Awareness - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

Grants Coordinator - Sharon Hammersla 813-323-1992

Fraternal Committee - Jim McCleary  813-763-9019
Fraternal Sub Committees:

Americanism: Nickie Wells 813-716-8056
Flag Day:  James Randall 813-833-7086
Lodge Activities: Mark Vargo 813-376-8855
Orientation: Jerrilyn Pietro 813-493-0425
State Associations:  TBD  (Could be You!)
Elks Memorial Day:  TBD  (Could be You!)
ENF:  TBD  (Could be You!)
Veterans Services: Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654

Hall Rental - Terri Ciesla 813-679-8007

Hoop Shoot - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

House Committee - Sharon Hammersla 813-323-1992

Kitchen Manager – Ed Ciesla 813-679-7699
Kitchen Coordinator – Terri Ciesla 813-679-8007 

Lodge Advisors - Henry Poage 813-480-6272 & Sharon 
Hammersla 813-323-1992

Lodge Maintenance - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678

Lodge Purchasing Food - Stephen Blackman 813-244-4613

Public Relations - Michael Highfill  813-812-2727

Youth Activity - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

Committee Chairs 2023-2024

Sharon 
Hammersla
2 Year Trustee
813-323-1992

Member Illness / Convalescence: 
Notify Lodge Secretary 



BLOE BITS
Next Meeting is SEPTEMBER 4TH at 7:00 PM

Hoping to See You There!
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The ladies are on the way to a good year. Everyone has been working 
hard on events, dinners, breakfast. August breakfast was a surprise 
when we served 173 people. This was only possible by having many 
volunteers working hard to make it successful.
August 28, is Bunco fund raiser, $20 for a ticket for food and a fun 
night. There are cash prizes. Buy your tickets at the bar or Terri Ciesla 
or Beth Benham in advance to help with our planning.
September 16, is our Casino night. Come out and try your luck, for 
only a $25 donation you will receive a gaming pack and a free 
dinner. Tickets are available at the Bar, or multiple ladies' members. 
Terri Ciesla, Grace Weigand, Charlene Hart, Carol DiAddezio, Laurie 
Bayne, Kathy Eldridge, and myself.
I want to thank everyone who volunteered this past month. Volunteers 
are how we accomplish everything we do.

Jane Gilblair
Lady President

Brandon Ladies of Elks
Lady of Distinction

AUGUST

2552

10510 Riverview Drive  
(813) 671-3121                                                                                                             

Riverview, Florida  33578
(813) 671-3730 Fax

Linda Hinkle
Office Manager

Kevin Talbert
Director / Owner

Mark C. Vargo, Sr. 
Director / Owner

2960

The Lady of Distinction for this month is one of those ladies 
that has a positive attitude and infectious smile. She can be 
seen at all the caterings helping serve and in the kitchen. She 
has also helped at Wednesday night dinners and breakfast. 
She is always willing to help even though she has a very busy 
life as a high school teacher and partner to her wonderful 
husband. She and her husband love to dance, party and have
fun. They can be spotted on the dance floor at the lodge all the 
time. She is the first to serve and cook at fundraisers and has 
served as an officer for many years. Please join me in 
congratulating Millie Marrero our August Lady of Distinction.

From the Secretary’s Desk
It’s your last chance to sign up for the 500 Club.
$52 dollars for members and $52 dollars for your 
spouse will have you signed up until the end of the 
Lodge year. The last drawing of the year will be 
March 29, 2024.
Money must be received by the first drawing in 
October (Oct 6).
We have had many names drawn that were not 
signed up!
Even if you are not present you still are awarded half 
of the pot.

Fraternally,
Mary Lou Schreck,
Lodge Secretary
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Mary Lou Schreck

LODGE SECRETARY
Office Hours

MONDAY:  3pm – 5pm 
WEDNESDAY:  3pm – 5pm

Or call for appointment

Nancy Price
LODGE TREASURER

Office Hours
MONDAY:  12pm – 3pm 

THURSDAY:  12pm – 3pm
Or call for appointment

BLOE BREAKFAST
ALL YOU CAN EAT $10

2nd Sunday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

500 Club Winners
Called, signed up, not present: Annie Fox
Called, NOT signed up: Richard Cheek, 
Richard Green, Lara McCleary, Betty 
Hayden, David Rodriguez, Rene Tresorras
Joseph Ciccarello, Christina Johnson

Door Duty
September 1st –Marionette 

September 8th – Don H
September 15th – Carol

September 22nd –Sharon
September 29th – Mark V

LOUNGE HOURS
Sunday:   1pm – 7pm

Monday - Thursday 4pm – 9pm
Friday 4pm – 10pm

Saturday 4pm – 9pm
MANAGER: JANE GILBLAIR

Save the Date
LODGE MEETING, SEPTEMBER 11TH

BLOE MEETING, SEPTEMBER 4TH

FRATERNAL COMMITTEE, 1ST SUNDAY 
OF THE MONTH 

Lodge Meetings Are Open To Members In 
Good Standing and is the Place to Discuss 

any Lodge issues. 2nd Monday of each 
month, May-January! February-April, 2nd and 

4th Mondays of the month!

Dress code for meetings is long pants 
and collared shirt for men. 

Skirt, Dress, or long slacks for women.

PER Meeting – 1st Monday, 7pm
Lodge Meeting 2nd Monday of month, 7pm  

Governing Board mtg – 3rd Monday at 7pm
BLOE Ladies Meetings – 1st Monday of 

month at 6:30pm

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
Dinner * Dancing * 

Music
Weekly 50/50 Raffles

$500 Club Drawing

Lounge Rental
ONLY Elk members can rent the 
lounge for themselves or immediate 
family (children, parents, siblings, aunts 
or uncles). 

Please RSVP for Dinners
RSVPBrandonElks@yahoo.com

Brandon Lodge supports our Veterans
Lodge Veterans please come out every 4th Wednesday of the month to enjoy 

free dinner and visit with other local Vets! Prepared by Nancy and friends.
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Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM

Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM

Fraternal 
Committee

Meeting 
1:30 PM

Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM 

Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM

8-11AM
BLOE 

Breakfast
Hall

Labor Day 
Picnic

12 – 2PM

BLOE 
Meeting
6:30PM

Lodge Meeting
7PM 

7pm Governing 

Board Meeting

BLOE Bunco
Lounge 6PM

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

5-7PM
Queen

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

BLOE Dinner 
Hall

6:30PM

Member 
Orientation 

6:30PM

Spaghetti 
Dinner

Hall
6:30PM

$8

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

BRANDON BOYS

LOUNGE

6:30-8:30PM

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

Music: 
Tourist Bob

Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

Music: Tony 
Knight

Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

Elks SWCD 
Fundraiser

Arcadia
Lodge

FLOE Convention – Daytona Beach

Casino Night 
Hall 5PM

Music: 
Tommy 
Patrick
Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

DD/VP Visitation 
Lake Placid Host 

Lounge Rental
1 - 5PM
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SEPTEMBER MENU ITEMS
TO BE ASSURED OF A MEAL, PLEASE RSVP 

TO RSVPBRANDONELKS@YAHOO.COM
BY 12 PM THURSDAY

SEPTEMBER 1ST

PHIL HINKLE $15
ENTRÉE: FRIED FISH OR SHRIMP
SIDES: BAKED POTATO, COLE SLAW, GRITS, 
HUSH PUPPIES & DESSERT
MUSIC: TOURIST BOB

SEPTEMBER 6TH

TERRI & ED $8
ENTREE: SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS
SALAD & DESSERT

SEPTEMBER 8TH

MARK VARGO (PER) & FRIENDS $15
ENTRÉE: SALISBURY STEAK
SIDES: POTATOES, CORN ON THE COB GREEN BEANS
SALAD & DESSERT

SEPTEMBER 15TH

NICKI & FRIENDS
SALAD: TOSSED
ENTRÉE: (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE): STEAK ($15), SHRIMP ($13)
GRILLED CHICKEN ($12) OR FISH ($13)
SIDES: VEGGIES AND BAKED POTATO
MUSIC: TONY KNIGHT

SEPTEMBER 20TH

BLOE WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER $10
NICKIE, NANCY & JERRILYN
CHICKEN & YELLOW RICE, PEAS, BLACK BEANS, CUBAN BREAD
SALAD & DESSERT

SEPTEMBER 22ND

RICK WEIGAND (PER) $15
ENTRÉE: ROAST PORK 
SIDES: POTATOES, GRAVY, VEGGIES
DESSERT

2933

BE A BUGLE BOOSTER !!!
Please help defray the cost of printing and 

mailing out our Bugle. 
Donations help a great deal!!

TO OUR ELKS RV GUESTS
Welcome to our RV Park 
ELKS MEMBERS ONLY

OUR RATES ARE:
4$25 per night; 7th night FREE
4RV Storage is $50 per month

THANKS FOR STAYING 
IN OUR PARK

Frank Craft – 813-245-6238
LODGE PHONE – 813-685-6469

2383

BUGLE BOOSTERS: 
Pat & Jeff LaVoie
Joseph Zebrak
Kim Martinez
Lynda & Frank Craft
Carolyn & George Thomas
John Christensen
Julie  & Henry Ebert
Phillip Singletary
Charlene Hart
Grace & Rick Weigand
Connie & Henry Poage
Donald Harrison
Kenneth League
Diane League

Barbara Myer
Rich Clark
Karen McArthur
Angela Sweeney
Pat & Bernie Hiskey
Gerri Mann
Mary Lou & George Scribner

SEPTEMBER 27TH

NANCY & FRIENDS – VETS EAT FOR FREE
ENTRÉE: MEATLOAF
SIDES: SALAD & DESSERT

SEPTEMBER 29TH

LARRY OLIVER & MARK FOX $15
ENTRÉE: STEVE SAUDY’S FAMOUS CHICKEN & 
CRAB CAKES
SIDES: POTATOES, GRAVY, VEGGIES & 
DESSERT
MUSIC: TOMMY PATRICK
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305-498-5654

Any questions or concerns about 
the Veterans that the Elks Lodge 

serves, or other note worthy 
Veteran events, please address 

them with Robin.

God Bless our Veterans!

Brandon Elks Lodge Donates $1000.00 to 
"Parade of Heroes. "Thank you for 

supporting our Elk Veterans! Veterans who 
signed up to attend this years Parade of 

Heroes are scheduled to attend festivities in 
Washington D.C November 10th-12th. All 
are invited to give them a hero's welcome 

upon their return on November 12th at 
Tampa International Airport (time TBD).

Lodge Supports Children of the Military and Wounded 
Veterans

On July 22nd, the Brandon Elks Lodge hosted the "Back-to-School Brigade" 
sponsored by Operation Homefront. Terri Ciesla oversaw this event in which over 
440 attended. She was also instrumental in providing food and drinks to the 
Operation Homefront volunteers. The Back-to-School Brigade provided free 
backpacks with school supplies to children of military and wounded veterans. 
Members of Operation Homefront also organized an expo component which 
included various organizations offering help and assistance to the veterans. Terri 
Ciesla, lodge hostess, ensured all outreach volunteers had enough to eat and 
drink. The Brandon Elks were generous enough to donate the lodge for this 
successful event. ELKS CARE - ELKS SHARE.
Additional pictures from the event are on page 8



Delivering baby strollers. 
Left to right. Tanya Johnson, 
MSN, RN Assistant Veterans 
Program manager, Sharon 
Hammersla Lodge Grant 
Coordinator, and Ashley 
Sard, Women's Veterans 

Health

WOW! AWESOME! FANTASTIC! YOU DID IT!!!!

James A. Haley Veterans Hospital
Tampa Women's Veterans Program Quarterly Baby Shower (July 

28th) Facts:
1. $2000.00 Spotlight Grant; Purchased and delivered 25 Baby 

Strollers
2. Donation Brandon Ladies of the Elks; $200.00 to buy baby items

3. Donation of baby toys
4. Baby items donated by Elk members and Brandon Ladies of the 
Elks; $1100.00 of baby wipes, diapers, onesies, socks, blankets, 

burp clothes, pajamas and many other items
5. Gift basket donated with items for mother; ticket to each 

attendee

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!

Tanya Jones, MSN, RN, Assistant Women Veterans Program 
Manager, James A. Haley Veterans Hospital and myself, Robin 

Rutzke, Lodge Veterans Chair thank everyone for supporting our 
women veterans and women active-duty service members. Because 

of your generosity, you made a lot of people's day.
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"Back-to-School Brigade" sponsored by Operation Homefront (cont.)



Quarterly Food Drive for Nativity Food Pantry & Magazine Drive for Veterans Plus 
School Supply Drive for Yates Elementary

On the morning of August 19th, the annual quarterly food and magazine drive was held in front of the lodge. Sharon 
Hammersla and Robin Rutzke were there to greet everyone and accept donations. Not only were food and magazines 
collected but also school supplies. Once again lodge officers, members of the Elks and Brandon Ladies of the Elks 
came through. All food collected was delivered to Nativity Food Bank by Sharon Hammersla for a grand total of 489 
pounds. WOW! Magazines collected will be given to Kathryn Bryant, James A. Haley Veterans Hospital Recreation 
Therapy and the school supplies collected will be donated to Yates Elementary School. This was such a successful 
and fulfilling community event to help others in many different ways. Everyone who participated and donated to this 
quarterly event should be very fulfilled; they helped others in the community. That is what ELKS and Brandon Ladies 
of the Elks do! Thank you once again for supporting this quarterly endeavor. Thank you, Robin and Sharon
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