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MESSAGE FROM YOUR EXALTED RULER
The Harry Anna Investment Fund

You’ve heard us talk about it, but do you really know what it is?  What it does?  Why should we support it?  
It is a trust fund started in 1951.  It was named after Harry and Anna Miller who donated land and a 

building to establish the original Florida Elks Hospital for Crippled Children.
When the hospital became no longer practical, the hospital was sold, and the investment fund was 

created. Its purpose was, and continues to be, the collection of donations and the acceptance of endowed 
gifts. The trust fund is restricted, which means that only the income derived from it may be used to support 

our major projects (all donations are added to the principle, and the principle is never spent). These 
projects are the Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services and the Florida Elks Youth Camp programs. 
Of everything that we Florida Elks do, we take the most pride in what we do for our state’s children. By 
continuing our commitment to our youth, our children are given the opportunity to heal, grow, and learn 

beyond their dreams.
We, as a Lodge, support the Fund.  We contributed around $4.51 per member so far this year.  But as you 

may guess, they could use more.  That is why I support the sustaining member program.  Through this 
program, you can make monthly donations automatically.  You can give as little or as much as you want.  
For as little as the price of a gourmet cup of coffee, just one a month, you can help put another Therapist 

on the road, making a child’s life so much better.
With just 91 days left in this Lodge year, it would be a grand accomplishment for our Lodge if we sign up 30 
new sustaining donors before March 31, 2024.  That’s just one every three days.  Will you help me achieve 

this goal?  If so, follow this link:  https://web.charityengine.net/floridaelks-donate.  Be sure to fill in our 
Lodge as your affiliated Lodge, and then let me know by e-mailing me at EdTheBrandonER@gmail.com.  

Please visit Floridaelks.org to learn more.
~  Your Exalted Ruler, Ed Ciesla

Volunteer of the month
Late every Fall we look forward to our seasonal members returning to our 
Lodge.  With them come new stories of adventures, new ideas, and a readiness 
to pitch in.  This year is no different.  In the month or so that several of them 
have been back, they have really jumped on some of our projects.  Jeff and Pat 
Lavoie have been found in the kitchen working on Friday night dinner, snack 
bar, and most notably, the MacDill AFB Thanksgiving dinner.  Norm Perkins has 
been helping me with the fence installation in our R/V storage lot, and has 
been helping with our Hall Rental events as well as helping me with other odds 
and ends tasks.  Don Cress along with Bob and Jackie Florentino has tackled 
(among other things) our “gutter garden” along the eaves of our Lodge building.  
And to top the project off, Bob and Jackie helped Lou Valencia clean out our 
gutter down spouts, and boy was that a dirty job!  

With all these worthy folks, it was a tough decision for this month.  My decision 
was based on who pitched in on the jobs that were the toughest and dirtiest 
AND who is a member of our Lodge.  So, help me congratulate and thank Bob 
Florentino, our January VOM.  But also, lets thank all the others who have 
contributed to making our Lodge better. 

Elk of the Quarter
It is time to name our next Elk of the Quarter. As 

you may remember, my criteria for Elk of the 
Quarter is that our honoree be a member of our 

Lodge, be active as a volunteer in our Lodge, 
AND be active in volunteering in our community 
outside of our Lodge, thereby exemplifying the 

virtues of Charity and Brotherly Love. This 
Quarter’s honoree has been very active in our 

Lodge. She is instrumental to the success of our 
Grant program, she has served on our Board of 
Directors, she has coordinated food drives at 
our Lodge along with Robin Rutzke, she is our 
Lodge Advisor in Henry Poage’s absence, she 
has been active in our BLOE, and more. In our 
community, this honoree has volunteered for 
thirteen years at her local elementary school, 

working in their library. In addition, she shops for 
the Nativity food pantry and the ECHO food 

pantry. This Elk demonstrates what being an Elk 
is truly all about. Help me congratulate Sharon 

Hammersla and thank her for all she does!
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Brandon Lodge Officers for 2023-2024 Elk Year

Larry Oliver
1 Year Trustee
813-767-0870

Jim McCleary
4 Year Trustee
813-763-9019

Lou Valencia
Loyal Knight
813-376-9863

Carol DiAddezio
Inner Guard
484-678-3926

Ed Campbell
Lodge Esquire
813-245-0827

Mark Fox
Lodge Chaplain
813-785-5353

Robin Rutzke
Lecturing 
Knight
305-498-5654

Teresa Reeves
Tiler
813-650-1607

Mary Lou Schreck
Secretary
813-458-5872

Nancy Price
Treasurer
813-756-9341

Mark Vargo
3 Year Trustee
813-376-8855

Ed Ciesla
Exalted Ruler
813-679-7699

Marionette 
Garvey
5 Year Trustee
813-956--3776

434

Donald Harrison
Leading Knight
813-376-8949

Accident Prevention - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678

Annual Calendar Updates – Mark Vargo 813-376-8855

Bugle Editor – Lara McCleary 203-988-5089

Community Activities - (COULD BE YOU!)

Drug Awareness - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

Grants Coordinator - Sharon Hammersla 813-323-1992

Fraternal Committee - Jim McCleary  813-763-9019
Fraternal Sub Committees:

Americanism: Nickie Wells 813-716-8056
Flag Day:  James Randall 813-833-7086
Lodge Activities: Mark Vargo 813-376-8855
Orientation: Jerrilyn Pietro 813-493-0425
State Associations:  TBD  (Could be You!)
Elks Memorial Day: Ed Ciesla 813-679-7699
ENF: Ed Ciesla 813-679-7699
Veterans Services: Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654

Hall Rental - Terri Ciesla 813-679-8007

Hoop Shoot - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

House Committee – Mark Vargo 813-376-8855

Kitchen Manager – Ed Ciesla 813-679-7699
Kitchen Coordinator – Terri Ciesla 813-679-8007 

Lodge Advisors - Henry Poage 813-480-6272 & Sharon 
Hammersla 813-323-1992

Lodge Maintenance - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678 & Lou 
Valencia 813-376-9863

Lodge Purchasing Food - Stephen Blackman 813-244-4613

Public Relations - TBD  (Could be You!)

Youth Activity - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

Web Master : Ray Blinski - raybilinski3@gmail.com

Committee Chairs 2023-2024

Rick Weigand
2 Year Trustee
813-748-
2678

Member Illness / 
Convalescence: 

Notify Lodge 
Secretary 
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2023 has gone and a new year will bring exciting times for us.
Where do I begin remembering all the fun events and catering 
events, we have done in nine months. It has been an amazing 
year. I want to thank everyone who has helped. Volunteers are 
what keeps this lodge going strong. Without volunteers, we 
could not survive.
January 20, we have The Men's Fashion show.
January 29, we have plans for a fun night of Bunco.
February 3, is our Casino night.

Looking forward to 2024 to see what wonderful events we have 
ahead.
.

Jane Gilblair
B. L. O. E. 
Lady President

Brandon Ladies of Elks
Lady of Distinction

DECEMBER
The lady of distinction for this month is a caring, loving, giving 
person. She’s always available to lend a helping hand when 
someone is in need. Even when she is flooded with problem, 
she is still pleasant and positive and ready to help. Not only 

does she help our ladies group with catering events, bringing 
food to many functions, and selling tickets like crazy to bunco, 

but she also has time to help the homeless. I have never 
heard a negative word come from her mouth. When we need 

some food for a function, she delivers. When we need 
someone to help with catering. She is there to help in the 

kitchen, serve food, and stay till the very end to make sure 
everything‘s cleaned up and put away. I truly appreciate all the 

help that this lady has given me and her dedication to the 
ladies group. And when I mentioned earlier flooded with 
problems. I mean flooded. Even though her house was 

flooded twice, she still showed up to help with the past two 
large catering events. She knows now who we are honoring. I 
am happy that Kathy Eldridge is our lady of distinction for this 

month. Thank you, Kathy, for all that you do!

2552

10510 Riverview Drive  
(813) 671-3121                                                                                                             

Riverview, Florida  33578
(813) 671-3730 Fax

Linda Hinkle
Office Manager

Kevin Talbert
Director / Owner

Mark C. Vargo, Sr. 
Director / Owner

1435

Hostess Corner

We had such an active couple of months. January 
slows down a little but not for long.

Look ahead to February, where the ER has 
planned more activities for you to enjoy. Along 
with the regular Wednesday and Friday night 

dinners, we’ve got other fun for you.
February 11, we will be hosting a Super Bowl 

party beginning at 2 PM. Come join the fun with 
food, music, dancing, activities, games, raffles, 

and prizes. Then watch the game on the big 
screen.

On February 14, Valentine’s Day, don’t worry 
about not being able to find a reservation in an 
expensive restaurant. Come to the lodge for a 

special romantic Valentine’s Day dinner. And he 
didn’t stop there. This February has 29 days… It’s 

a leap year. Join us for a leap year party on 
February 29th. Hope to see you at these special 
events. Remember, our lodge activities are open 
to Elk members and their guests…so invite your 
friends. They might want to join when they see 

how much fun we have.

BLOE BITS Next Meeting is JANUARY 2ND at 7:00 
PM

Hoping to See You There!

RV Storage Lot
Monthly storage fee increase to $60 per month 

Jan 2024. If you pay for the entire year up front it 
is $600 a year.
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TO BE ASSURED OF A MEAL, YOU MUST RSVP 
TO RSVPBRANDONELKS@YAHOO.COM

BY 12 PM THE DAY BEFORE FOR ALL MEALS!
TEXTING SOMEONE IS NOT CONSIDERED AN RSVP!

BLOE BREAKFAST
ALL YOU CAN EAT $10

2nd Sunday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

500 Club Winners
None to report at this time!

Door Duty
January 5th –Rick

January 12th – Mark Vargo
January 19th – Ed Ciesla

January 26th –Larry Oliver

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
Dinner * Dancing * 

Music
Weekly 50/50 Raffles

$500 Club Drawing

Mary Lou Schreck
LODGE SECRETARY

Office Hours
MONDAY:  3pm – 5pm 

WEDNESDAY:  3pm – 5pm
Or call for appointment

Nancy Price
LODGE TREASURER

Office Hours
MONDAY:  12pm – 3pm 

THURSDAY:  12pm – 3pm
Or call for appointment

LOUNGE HOURS
Sunday:   1pm – 7pm

Monday - Thursday 4pm – 9pm
Friday 4pm – 10pm

Saturday 4pm – 9pm
MANAGER: JANE GILBLAIR

Save the Date
BLOE MEETING, December 4th

LODGE MEETING, December 11th

Board Meeting December 18th 

Lodge Meetings Are Open To Members In 
Good Standing and is the Place to Discuss 

any Lodge issues. 2nd Monday of each 
month, May-January! February-April, 2nd

and 4th Mondays of the month!

Dress code for meetings is long pants 
and collared shirt for men. 

Skirt, Dress, or long slacks for women.

PER Meeting – 1st Monday, 7pm
Lodge Meeting 2nd Monday of month, 7pm  

Governing Board mtg – 3rd Monday at 7pm
BLOE Ladies Meetings – 1st Monday of 

month at 6:30pm

Lounge Rental
ONLY Elk members can rent the 
lounge for themselves or immediate 
family (children, parents, siblings, aunts 
or uncles). 
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Music: Tony 
Knight
Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

Music: 
Skip & 
Nancy

Friday night 
dinner see 

page 5

Music: Fifth 
Gear

Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

Music: Fifth 
Gear
PER

Friday night 
dinner see 

page 5

11AM DD 
CLINIC

LAKE PLACID

2PM-5PM HALL 
RENTAL

5PM-10PM
BLOE MEN’S 

FASHION SHOW
HALL

STATE SOCCER 
SHOOT 

UMATILLA

6PM
TRIVIA

LOUNGE

Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM

Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM

Social & 
Sports 

Lounge 1PM

8-11AM
BLOE 

Breakfast
Hall

6:30PM
BLOE 

MEETING

Lodge Meeting
7PM 

7PM BOARD 

MEETING

NEW YEAR’S 
DAY 

BRUNCH

11AM – 1PM
HALL

6PM BUNCO 
LOUNGE

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

5-7PM
Queen

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

BLOE Dinner 
Hall

6:30PM

Spaghetti 
Dinner

Hall
6:30PM

$8

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

5-7PM
Queen

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

MEMBER 
ORIENTATION 

& AUDIT 
6:30PM

Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM



THE BUGLE • JANUARY 2024•  Page  5 

JANUARY MENU ITEMS
TO BE ASSURED OF A MEAL, YOU MUST RSVP 

TO RSVPBRANDONELKS@YAHOO.COM

BY 12 PM THE DAY BEFORE FOR ALL MEALS!
TEXTING SOMEONE IS NOT CONSIDERED AN RSVP!

JANUARY 1ST

NEW YEAR’S DAY BRUNCH $15
BAGEL BAR, CHICKEN & WAFFLES, 
BACON OR SAUSAGE EGG CHEESE CASSEROLE 
HASH BROWN CASSEROLE
PASTERIES, FRUIT
JUICE & COFFEE

JANUARY 3RD

TERRI & ED $8
ENTREE: SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS
SALAD & DESSERT

JANUARY 5TH

ALAN SMITH & FRIENDS $15
ENTRÉE: PORK CHOPS
SIDES: POTATOES & VEGGIES  
SALAD & DESSERT
MUSIC; TONY KNIGHT

JANUARY 12TH

TERRI CIESLA & FRIENDS$15
ENTRÉE: PIEROGIS, GOLUMPKI, 
KIELBASA
SIDES: CUCUMBER SALAD  
DESSERT

JANUARY 17TH

BLOE DINNER $10
TERESA REEVES
ENTRÉE: CHILI

2922

BE A BUGLE BOOSTER !!!
Please help defray the cost of printing and 

mailing out our Bugle. 
Donations help a great deal!!

TO OUR ELKS RV GUESTS
Welcome to our RV Park 
ELKS MEMBERS ONLY

OUR RATES ARE:
$25 per night; 7th night FREE
RV Storage is $50 per month

THANKS FOR STAYING 
IN OUR PARK

Frank Craft – 813-245-6238
LODGE PHONE – 813-685-6469

2383

BUGLE BOOSTERS: 
Pat & Jeff LaVoie
Joseph Zebrak
Kim Martinez
Lynda & Frank Craft
Carolyn & George Thomas
John Christensen
Julie  & Henry Ebert
Phillip Singletary
Charlene Hart
Grace & Rick Weigand
Connie & Henry Poage
Donald Harrison
Kenneth League
Diane League

Barbara Myer
Rich Clark
Karen McArthur
Angela Sweeney
Pat & Bernie Hiskey
Gerri Mann
Mary Lou & George Scribner

JANUARY 19TH

NICKI & FRIENDS
SALAD: TOSSED
ENTRÉE: (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE): 
STEAK ($15), 
SHRIMP ($13),  
OR FISH ($13)
SIDES: VEGGIES AND BAKED POTATO
MUSIC: SKIP & NANCY

JANUARY 24TH

VETS DINNER - VETS EAT FOR FREE
NANCY & FRIENDS
ENTRÉE: MEATLOAF
SIDES: SALAD & DESSERT

JANUARY 26TH
PER DINNER
RICK & FRIENDS
ENTRÉE: ROAST PORK
SIDES: APPLE CRANBERRY STUFFING,
MASHED POTATOES & GRAVY, VEGGIES
SALAD & DESSERT



From the Secretary’s Desk,
The assessment for Grand Lodge has in 

creased by $5.00 due to Insurance, etc.
Please be aware that our dues has 
remained constant for many years.

Our dues plus Grand Lodge and Florida 
Elks State Association will total $137 

for the 2024/2025 Lodge Year and will be 
due April 1, 2024.

Fraternally,
Mary Lou Schreck,

Lodge Secretary
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Pre-sale required (limited seating)
Tickets can be purchased:See any Past Exalted Ruler, 
Tickets at the Bar, RSVPBrandonelks@yahoo.com
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305-498-5654

Any questions or concerns about 
the Veterans that the Elks Lodge 

serves, or other note worthy 
Veteran events, please address 

them with Robin.

God Bless our Veterans!
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