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Exalted 
Ruler

MESSAGE FROM YOUR EXALTED RULER
Now Is The Best Time To Get Involved!

February is here and this is always a busy month for our Lodge. There are many things to attend to. The first order of 
business is to nominate officers for the next Lodge year. These nominations take place at the Lodge’s first general 
membership meeting of the month (the second Monday), which is February 12th this year. If candidates for offices are 
un-opposed, a single unanimous vote is cast in favor of the un-opposed candidate, thereby electing them to office by 
acclamation, and nominations for those offices are closed. If there are multiple candidates for an office, elections for 
that office will be held at the second general membership meeting of the month (the fourth Monday), Feb. 26th this 
year. If there are offices for which no one has been nominated, nominations for those offices will be held again on the
second general membership meeting of the month, and voting will follow.
Offices for election are Exalted Ruler, Leading Knight, Loyal Knight, Lecturing Knight, Secretary, Treasurer, and 5-year 
Trustee. The remaining Stations of the Lodge are appointed by the newly elected Exalted Ruler. These are the Tiler, 
Inner Guard, Chaplain, and Esquire. Although our Lodge has a customary progression “through the chairs”, any 
member in good standing is eligible for these offices or stations.
Also appointed by the ER (Exalted Ruler) are the Committee Chairmen. A brief listing of these committees can be 
found in this Bugle, under the picture of your current officers. These chairs are responsible for the events, activities, 
and functioning of the Lodge. Some are required by the Grand Lodge, others are not. The output of these committees 
is what allows our Lodge to excel. Their work is very important.
And this is where YOU come in! If you have wanted to get involved with our Lodge but didn’t quite know how, this is 
where it happens. Come to the meetings this month and let myself or the newly elected officers know that you want to 
join them in making this upcoming year even better than the last. “Fresh Blood” always brings new ideas and 
enthusiasm, and we welcome both. Don’t worry about not knowing how or what to do; there is plenty of training and 
mentoring available. You will not be alone. Your participation is what allows us to carry out the good work that we as 
Elks do. After all, this Lodge, and Elkdom itself, cannot operate without its volunteers.
~  Your Exalted Ruler, Ed Ciesla

Volunteer of the month
As I mentioned in the November Bugle, there are 
volunteers that often help with events and other 
activities around our Lodge. And then there are 
those that commit to regularly scheduled tasks. 
The most notable is Bingo. This team of 
volunteers can be counted on week after week to 
show up and serve. Almost like a job. So, you may 
have guessed, this month’s volunteer is part of 
the Bingo crew. But that is not all she does. She 
also shows up week after week (accompanied by 
her husband, Larry) to handle our Queen of 
Diamonds game on Tuesdays, and handles our 
50/50 drawings on Fridays, and whenever else 
we need her. So, this month, help me 
congratulate and thank Mary Lane, our February 
Volunteer of the Month, for all she does for our 
Lodge. And give Larry Lane, as I do, a great big 
thank-you as well.

Donations of new baby items needed. Support James A. Haley 
Veterans Hospital, VA Women Veteran Program quarterly (February 

22nd ) baby shower. Boxes are by both entrances, drop off during the
food drive (2/17/24) or you can leave items in the Ante room for 

pick-up. The following items are requested (new items only please):

Diapers, Size 2 or 3
Baby wipes

Onesies 3-6 months
Socks 3-6 months

Toiletries for baby; body wash, shampoo, etc
Baby Blankets

Burp Cloth
Pajamas 3-5 months

Any other items a newborn baby may need.

Please contact Veterans Chair, Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654 for more 
information or speak to her at the lodge.
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Brandon Lodge Officers for 2023-2024 Elk Year

Larry Oliver
1 Year Trustee
813-767-0870

Jim McCleary
4 Year Trustee
813-763-9019

Lou Valencia
Loyal Knight
813-376-9863

Carol DiAddezio
Inner Guard
484-678-3926

Ed Campbell
Lodge Esquire
813-245-0827

Mark Fox
Lodge Chaplain
813-785-5353

Robin Rutzke
Lecturing 
Knight
305-498-5654

Teresa Reeves
Tiler
813-650-1607

Mary Lou Schreck
Secretary
813-458-5872

Nancy Price
Treasurer
813-756-9341

Mark Vargo
3 Year Trustee
813-376-8855

Ed Ciesla
Exalted Ruler
813-679-7699

Marionette 
Garvey
5 Year Trustee
813-956--3776

2993

Donald Harrison
Leading Knight
813-376-8949

Accident Prevention - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678

Annual Calendar Updates – Mark Vargo 813-376-8855

Bugle Editor – Lara McCleary 203-988-5089

Community Activities - (COULD BE YOU!)

Drug Awareness - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

Grants Coordinator - Sharon Hammersla 813-323-1992

Fraternal Committee - Jim McCleary  813-763-9019
Fraternal Sub Committees:

Americanism: Nickie Wells 813-716-8056
Flag Day:  James Randall 813-833-7086
Lodge Activities: Mark Vargo 813-376-8855
Orientation: Jerrilyn Pietro 813-493-0425
State Associations:  TBD  (Could be You!)
Elks Memorial Day: Ed Ciesla 813-679-7699
ENF: Ed Ciesla 813-679-7699
Veterans Services: Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654

Hall Rental - Terri Ciesla 813-679-8007

Hoop Shoot - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

House Committee – Mark Vargo 813-376-8855

Kitchen Manager – Ed Ciesla 813-679-7699
Kitchen Coordinator – Terri Ciesla 813-679-8007 

Lodge Advisors - Henry Poage 813-480-6272 & Sharon 
Hammersla 813-323-1992

Lodge Maintenance - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678 & Lou 
Valencia 813-376-9863

Lodge Purchasing Food - Stephen Blackman 813-244-4613

Public Relations - TBD  (Could be You!)

Youth Activity - Don Harrison 813-935-9040

Web Master : Ray Blinski - raybilinski3@gmail.com

Committee Chairs 2023-2024

Rick Weigand
2 Year Trustee
813-748-
2678

Member Illness / 
Convalescence: 

Notify Lodge 
Secretary 
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Where has the time gone?  With only two months before a new 
year starts.  I look forward to many more exciting events in the 
future. 
Have you purchased your tickets for a chance to win our Lottery 
Board?  For only $5 you get 6 chances to win.  The winner will 
be pulled February 29, at the BPOE Leap Year Party.
This year has been challenging.  We have found it difficult to 
have all the events we planned. It has been a challenge to sell 
tickets.  It is important to purchase tickets as soon as possible.  
Without selling tickets in advance, we have to consider 
canceling an event.  It was disappointing to cancel our Casino 
Night.
I look forward to enjoying everything this lodge has to offer.

Jane Gilblair
B. L. O. E. 
Lady President

Brandon Ladies of Elks
Lady of Distinction

JANUARY
Make new friends and keep the old, one is silver and the 
others gold. This is an old girl scout song I think of when I 
think of our January 2024 Lady of Distinction.
She has been a member of the lady's organization for many 
years, she served as lodge hostess not too long ago, her and 
her husband are very active in the Brandon Elks and are well 
known in our Elk community as well as in the Brandon 
community.
She helps at the monthly breakfast and catering events. She 
is a member of a short list of ladies who shows up after 
catering events are over to clean up. She has been helping 
with events for so many years now and has been given very 
little recognition for her hard work. She just show up to work 
and never gets noticed but can always be relied on. She has a 
quiet nature and along with her husband are long standing 
citizens of Brandon. We ladies are very grateful for all she 
does, and we would like to start the new year by recognizing a 
very hard worker and loyal member of our group. Please join 

me in congratulating Patti Vargo our January 2024 Lady of 
Distinction.

2552

10510 Riverview Drive  
(813) 671-3121                                                                                                             

Riverview, Florida  33578
(813) 671-3730 Fax

Linda Hinkle
Office Manager

Kevin Talbert
Director / Owner

Mark C. Vargo, Sr. 
Director / Owner

1986

Hostess Corner

First, let me thank all the people who came out to the 
New Year’s Eve party and New Year’s Day brunch. I am 
so pleased that the events were so successful. And a 
huge thank you for the folks that helped me during 
these events. I am looking forward to February‘s 
events. We have a lot planned. A Super Bowl party, 
Valentine’s Day, romantic dinner, leap year party. 
That’s what’s getting added to the regular monthly 
events. Be sure you read the calendar as well as the 
Brandon Elks members Facebook site, so you don’t 
miss out on any of this fun. See you at the lodge,
Terri

BLOE BITS Next Meeting is FEBRUARY 5TH @ 
7:00 PM

Hoping to See You There!

ATTENTION TO ALL ELKS THAT HAVE SOME 
TYPE OF VEHICLE/CAMPER IN OUR STORAGE 

AREA
After the first of the year (probably after our snowbirds leave the 

RV Park), we will be re-organizing our Storage Area.
Everything in the Storage Area will need to be re-positioned in our 

new configuration.
The new layout should make it a lot easier to back in and pull out.
If you have something stored in our Storage Area, please contact

Mark Vargo at 813-376-8855.
We need to know what you have stored and how big.

When we are ready to do this, ALL vehicles/campers will need to 
be moved temporarily.

RV Storage Lot
Monthly storage fee increase to $60 per month Jan 2024. 

If you pay for the entire year up front it is $600 a year.
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FEBRUARY

LOUNGE HOURS
Sunday:   1pm – 7pm

Monday - Thursday 4pm – 9pm
Friday 4pm – 10pm

Saturday 4pm – 9pm
MANAGER: JANE GILBLAIR

BLOE BREAKFAST
ALL YOU CAN EAT $10

2nd Sunday
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

500 Club Winners
Called "Not signed up“ ~ Richard Motl, Jason 
Connor, Diane Fox, Lona Parsons, Barbara 
White, Rene Trasorras, Donald Clark, Lenora 
Maestas, Cheryl Bartolomeo
Called, signed up and present ~ Jerrilyn Pietro 
& Bob Florentino
Called, signed up, not present ~ Teresa Reeves

Door Duty
FEBRUARY 2ND –CAROL
FEBRUARY 9TH – LOU

FEBRUARY 16TH – ROBIN
FEBRUARY 23RD –TERESA

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
Dinner * Dancing * 

Music
Weekly 50/50 Raffles

$500 Club Drawing

Mary Lou Schreck
LODGE SECRETARY

Office Hours
MONDAY:  3pm – 5pm 

WEDNESDAY:  3pm – 5pm
Or call for appointment

Nancy Price
LODGE TREASURER

Office Hours
MONDAY:  12pm – 3pm 

THURSDAY:  12pm – 3pm
Or call for appointment

Save the Date
BLOE MEETING, FEBRUARY 5TH

LODGE MEETING, FEBRUARY 12TH

BOARD MEETING FEBRUARY 19TH

LODGE MEETING FEBRUARY 26TH

Lodge Meetings Are Open To Members In 
Good Standing and is the Place to Discuss 

any Lodge issues. 2nd Monday of each 
month, May-January! February-April, 2nd

and 4th Mondays of the month!

Dress code for meetings is long pants 
and collared shirt for men. 

Skirt, Dress, or long slacks for women.

PER Meeting – 1st Monday, 7pm
Lodge Meeting 2nd Monday of month, 7pm  

Governing Board mtg – 3rd Monday at 7pm
BLOE Ladies Meetings – 1st Monday of 

month at 6:30pm

Lounge Rental
Lounge usage will be restricted to 
members, spouses or widows/widowers 
for their specific purpose and they must be 
present at ALL times. 
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Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM

Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM

Social & 
Sports

SUPERBOWL 
PARTY 

Lounge 2PM

8-11AM
BLOE 

Breakfast
Hall

Lodge Meeting
7PM 

NOMINATION OF
OFFICERS

7PM BOARD 

MEETING

Social & 
Sports

Lounge 1PM

6:30PM 
BLOE 

MEETING

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

5-7PM
Queen

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

Cards, Pool
snack bar open

5-7PM
Queen

BPOE 
VALENTINE’S 
DAY DINNER 

Hall
6:30PM

Spaghetti 
Dinner

Hall
6:30PM

$8

MEMBER 
ORIENTATION 

& AUDIT 
6:30PM

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

IN THE HALL

6:30pm
SNACK BAR

OPEN

Music: 
TAYLOR & 
TAYLOR

Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

Music: 
SUNNY 

SITUATION

Friday night 
dinner see 

page 5

Music: 
MIKE 

ALBRIGHT

Friday 
night 

dinner see 
page 5

Music: 3 
DOM BAND

Friday night 
dinner see 

page 5

FLORIDA STATE 
ELKS HOOP 

SHOOT –
UMATILLA  

8AM – 12PM 
FOOD & 

MAGAZINE 
DRIVE

ELKS QUARTERLY MEETING - UMATILLA

Lodge Meeting
7PM 

ELECTION OF 
OFFICER’S

LEAP YEAR 
PARTY

Brandon Lodge supports our Veterans
Lodge Veterans please come out every 4th Wednesday of the month to enjoy 

free dinner and visit with other local Vets! Prepared by Nancy and friends.

BLOE  
DINNER 

Hall
6:30PM
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FEBRUARY MENU ITEMS
TO BE ASSURED OF A MEAL, YOU MUST RSVP 

TO RSVPBRANDONELKS@YAHOO.COM

BY 12 PM THE DAY BEFORE FOR ALL MEALS!
TEXTING SOMEONE IS NOT CONSIDERED AN RSVP!

FEBRUARY 2ND

BEV LAUNDY & FRIENDS $15
ENTRÉE: PORK CHOPS
SIDES; POTATOES & VEGGIES
SALAD & DESSERT
MUSIC: TAYLOR & TAYLOR

FEBRUARY 7TH

TERRI & ED $8
ENTREE: SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS
SALAD & DESSERT

FEBRUARY 9TH

PER MARK VARGO & FRIENDS $15
ENTRÉE: COUNTRY FRIED STEAK WITH GRAVY
SIDES: MASHED POTATOES & CORN ON THE COB  
SALAD & DESSERT
MUSIC; SUNNY SITUATION

FEBRUARY 14TH

BPOE DINNER $25
ENTRÉE: BEEF SHORT RIBS OR SALMON
SIDES: GARLIC MASHED POTATOES & VEGGIES 
SALAD & DESSERT
INCLUDES A DRINK FROM THE BAR 

FEBRUARY 21ST

BLOE DINNER $10
CATHY HUDSON
ENTRÉE: BAKED ZITI, SAUSAGE
SIDES: GARLIC BREAD, SALAD & DESSERT

2929

BE A BUGLE BOOSTER !!!
Please help defray the cost of printing and 

mailing out our Bugle. 
Donations help a great deal!!

TO OUR ELKS RV GUESTS
Welcome to our RV Park 
ELKS MEMBERS ONLY

OUR RATES ARE:
$25 per night; 7th night FREE
RV Storage is $50 per month

THANKS FOR STAYING 
IN OUR PARK

Frank Craft – 813-245-6238
LODGE PHONE – 813-685-6469

2383

BUGLE BOOSTERS: 
Pat & Jeff LaVoie
Joseph Zebrak
Kim Martinez
Lynda & Frank Craft
Carolyn & George Thomas
John Christensen
Julie  & Henry Ebert
Phillip Singletary
Charlene Hart
Grace & Rick Weigand
Connie & Henry Poage
Donald Harrison
Kenneth League
Diane League

Barbara Myer
Rich Clark
Karen McArthur
Angela Sweeney
Pat & Bernie Hiskey
Gerri Mann
Mary Lou & George Scribner

FEBRUARY 16TH

NICKIE & FRIENDS
SALAD: TOSSED
ENTRÉE: (PLEASE CHOOSE ONE): 
STEAK ($15), 
SHRIMP ($13),  
OR FISH ($13)
SIDES: VEGGIES AND BAKED POTATO
MUSIC: MIKE ALBRIGHT

FEBRUARY 23RD

PHIL, JERRILYN & FRIENDS $15
ENTRÉE: FRIED FISH OR SHRIMP
SIDES: BAKED POTATO, COLE SLAW, 
GRITS, HUSH PUPPIES & DESSERT
MUSIC: 3 DOM BAND

FEBRUARY 28TH

VETS DINNER - VETS EAT FOR FREE
NANCY & FRIENDS
ENTRÉE: MEATLOAF
SIDES: SALAD & DESSERT



From the Secretary’s Desk,
The assessment for Grand Lodge has in 

creased by $5.00 due to Insurance, etc.
Please be aware that our dues have 
remained constant for many years.

Our dues plus Grand Lodge and Florida 
Elks State Association dues will total $137 

per member for the 2024/2025 Lodge 
Year and will be due April 1, 2024.

Fraternally,
Mary Lou Schreck,
Lodge Secretary
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Brandon Lodge #2383 Hosts "Family Forever" children’s Christmas party

On December 17, 2023, the Brandon Elks Lodge hosted a Christmas party for foster children of the Family Forever 
organization for the second year.  This organization finds forever homes for foster children.  At this time, the organization 

has around 2,000 children in need of forever homes. 
There were about 200 people at this event including foster parents and over 100 children.  There were children 

everywhere!  Joyous chaos is what PER Mary Lou Scribner described the day.  The Christmas theme was pajama party.  
Foster parents, children, and even volunteers dressed in Christmas pajamas and Christmas attire.  There were snowball 

fights, a hot chocolate bar, and a delicious meal for the children.  Each child received shopping bag to go around tables to 
select Christmas items, toiletries, socks, pajamas, and blankets supplied by the Family Forever organization.  And, there 

was a station for the  children to secretly select gifts for their parents which were wrapped by Brandon Lady and Elk 
Charlene Hart and her friend.

No Christmas party could be complete without a visit from Santa!  Elk volunteer James Lair stepped in as Santa (at the 
request of good ole St. Nick!) and each child had a visit with Santa and picked out a toy, thanks to the Walgreens annual 

toy drive (chaired by the lodges Past Exalted Rulers Association).
The day's event is chaired by Past Lady President Terri Ciesla and was put a success due to 15 lodge volunteers.  Many of 

the volunteers are Elks and all are Brandon Ladies of Elks members:  Terri Ciesla/PLP, Teresa Reeves, Mary Lou 
Scribner/PER, Charlene Hart, Sophie Myer, Buffy Hesslin, Beth Benham, Jane Gilblair/LP, Ann Fox/PLP, Carolyn Thomas, 
Karen MacArthur, Cathy Hudson, Kathy Eldridge, Exalted Ruler Ed Ciesla, and Elk member James Lair.  ER Ed was seen in 

the kitchen washing all  the dishes while James Lair filled the role as Santa. There were also many helpers from Family 
Forever. 

The event was very successful and heartwarming.  The success was due to all those that volunteered to help but also to 
all those that financially supported the event.  Money was raised to help support the event and purchase take home 

Christmas gifts by Bunco Nights that were put on by the Brandon Ladies which raised $1,838.49.  In addition, Elk 
members chose individual children's names from wish list cards and donated the child's Christmas.  The lodge also 

donated $1,100 from their charity account to complete the Christmas for an additional 29 children. 
The happiness on the faces of the children was priceless.  The day was truly "Christmas"........ as Terri Ciesla, Past Lady 

President of the Brandon Lodge said, quote, "This is what Elks do…we help children”. 
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ATTENTION – ATTENTION – ATTENTION!
Parade of Heroes

recognizes and honors veterans from
WWII, Korea, Viet Nam, Gulf War, 

Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Afghanistan Freedom.

Parade of Heroes
3-day, all expense paid event

in our nation’s capital honoring our Military Veterans 
over Veterans Day weekend

November 8th – 10th

If you are interested in participating in the 
Parade of Heroes

For more details go to our
FSEA Historical Programs 2024 Parade of Heroes Website

for enrollment and more details: 
Register by logging on to

https://www.floridaelks.org/veterans-historic-program/parade-of-heroes

Feel free to reach out to Brandon Veteran Chair,
Robin Rutzke 

305-398-5654  rrutzke@gmail.com
or

Mary Lou Scribner/PER
813-230-1943 perelkmls@hotmail.com

Robin and Mary Lou will be happy to answer your questions and
Provide you more information.

Brandon Lodge has participated in this event
Each year sending many of  

Military Veteran Brandon Lodge members to Washington.
If you are a Military Veteran, 

take advantage of this great opportunity and event!
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305-498-5654

Any questions or concerns about 
the Veterans that the Elks Lodge 

serves, or other note worthy 
Veteran events, please address 

them with Robin.

God Bless our Veterans!

It’s was Christmas at the Brandon Lodge!

This year the lodge collected 563 toys participating in the annual 
“Walgreen’s Toy Drive”.  Toys were picked up from the Walgreen’s stores 
by volunteer Elks:  PER’s Larry Oliver, Nickie Wells, Marionette Garvey 
and Mary Lou Scribner, and Elk members Ken Muzyk, Mike Fultz, Mark 
Sims, John Wick, Joe Alverico, Robin Rutzke and new members Paula 
Mather and Sondra Garb.  Our lodge thanks you for stepping up! 
Then on Monday, December 18th the Brandon Lodge Hall was filled with 
the signs of Christmas!  Representatives from Willis Peters Exception 
School, Lopez Elementary, Yates Elementary, Palm River Elementary, 
Mulrennan Middle School, Boyette School, Livingstone Academy were 
invited to the lodge to pick up bags of toys.  Some of the toys were also 
used for Santa to give out to the children at the Foster Children’s 
Christmas party. 
Brandon Lodge sends out a huge thank you to Walgreen’s and to their 
community for supporting this wonderful Toy Drive! 

Picture names left to right
:Store Manager Erica Brown and Employee Titiana Cole
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