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Mark Vargo

Exalted Ruler

MESSAGE FROM YOUR EXALTED RULER.

ELK OF THE MONTH FOR SEPTEMBER

While we, as a Lodge, have been “getting back on our 
feet” after several months of closure, this Elk has still 
been doing things for our Lodge that most people take for 
granted. He has been a member of our Lodge for many 
years and has always been there to help our Lodge. You 
can look just about anywhere inside and outside the 
Lodge and see his handiwork. He has provided us with 
numerous signs and just recently refurbished our Elks sign 
on our main drive. He also has been our Campground 
Chairman of our RV Park for numerous years. Thank you 
Jack Mineo for your many years of service to Elkdom and 
our Lodge. Please congratulate Jack for being our October 
Elk of the Month.

To our Absent members

Charles Mulhern:  DOB: 11/07/1935

DOD: 09/03/2020

INIT:  09/09/2019

Donald Tomlin:      DOB: 05/11/1923

DOD: 07/10/2020

INIT:  10/28/1991

Elmer Messerschmidt
DOB   06/28/1943
DOD  11/14/2020
INIT 10/16/1980

Well, it seems like things are finally starting to get back to some normalcy at our Lodge. Our Tuesday Night Bar Poker, 

50/50 and Queen of Diamonds is back to full swing. Carol Flood is back as our dealer and the snack bar is cooking away. 

Puppet is starting BINGO back up in November and is still in need of volunteers. She’s not asking you to volunteer every 

Thursday night, just one Thursday a month, if possible. This is a great outreach into our community for Brandon Elks. 

Our Friday night dinners are starting to get better attendance. Sunday afternoon covered dish in the lounge seems to be 

going smoothly.

If you weren’t here for our Brotherhood Riders event on Friday night, October 2, you missed a truly beautiful night. You 

can see some of the pictures of the event in the Bugle. We fed over 60 guests, let them bed down in the Lodge Hall 

overnight and then fed them breakfast before they heading onto Kissimmee Elks Lodge on Saturday morning. We, as a 

Lodge, also gave them a donation of $1000 to help them with expenses. I can’t thank all the members and volunteers 

that helped this to be a successful event and we hope to host them again in the future.

We will be hosting the VP/DD Dinner at our Lodge on Saturday, November 7, 2020. All Lodge members are welcome to 

attend the dinner and short meeting. Please let us know if you’re  attending, by emailing our kitchen at 

brandonelksrsvp@yahoo.com.

We will also be having our New Year’s Day Brunch at the Lodge. Tickets will be pre-sold so we can determine 

attendance so as not to have wasted food. Pre-sold tickets will be at a lower price than at the door on New Year’s Day. 

There will be limited tickets sold at the door. There will be more details to come shortly. 

Again, it is so good to have the Lodge up and running completely. Hope to see you at the Lodge

Fraternally,

Mark C. Vargo, Sr.

. 

mailto:brandonelksrsvp@yahoo.com
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Brandon Lodge Officers for 2020-2021 Elk Year

Mark Vargo

Exalted Ruler

813-376-8855

MARIONETTE 

SEXTON

Loyal 

Knight

813-956-3776

Donald Harrison

Lecturing Knight

813-376-8949

Ed Campbell

Lodge Esquire

813-245-0827

Carolyn 

Greeson

Lodge Chaplain

Robin Rutkze

Lodge Inner 

Guard

305-498-5654

Lara McCleary

Lodge Tiler

203-988-5089

Mary Lou 

Schreck

Secretary

813-689-

2155

Nancy Price

Treasurer

813-477-

7676

George 

Schribner

1 Year 

Trustee

850-206-

0577

Nickie Wells

2 Year 

Trustee

813-716-

8051

Delores 

Westfall

3 Year 

Trustee

813-363-

1562

Ed Ciesla

5 Year 

Trustee

813-

Jim McCleary

Leading Knight

813-689-2155

Officer of the Quarter

Our Brandon Elks Lodge Officer for the 2nd quarter is Esquire Ed Campbell. As our 

new Esquire, and relatively new member, Eddie has been working tirelessly to learn 

the rituals. With the Lodge being closed for so long, we didn’t have much opportunity 

to practice but he has always been ready to get together to learn and  practice our 

rituals. He has also been very helpful in working in our kitchen for dinner nights and 

with any special events at the Lodge. Thank you, Eddie, for all you do for our Lodge.

Larry 

Oliver

4 Year

Trustee
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Mary Lou Schreck
LODGE SECRETARY

Office Hours
MONDAY:  3pm – 5pm 

WEDNESDAY:  3pm – 5pm
Or call for appointment

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

1 54 6

8 10 11 12 13

16

23
24

Veterans Dinner

7pm Governing 
Board Meeting

7

14

15 17 18 19 20 21

22

6:30pm Cub Scout Pack MTG. - Hall

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

2nd Sunday BLOE Breakfast $7

4th Sunday – Scout’s Pancake 

Brkfst

4th Wednesday - VETERAN’s 

Dinner

Tuesdays 7pm Boy Scouts                

25 26

Nancy Price
LODGE TREASURER

Office Hours
MONDAY:  10am – 3pm 

THURSDAY:  10am – 3pm
Or call for appointment

Social & Sports 

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Dinner * Dancing * Music
OLDIES * COUNTRY * POP

Weekly PER & 50/50 Raffles

$500 Club Drawing

9pm Absent Member Toast
Monthly Drink Specials

9

Trivia or Cards, 
Pool

snack bar open

Trivia or Cards, 
Pool

snack bar open

Trivia or Cards, 
Pool

snack bar open

LOUNGE HOURS
Sunday:   1pm – 7pm

Monday - Thursday 4pm – 9pm

Friday 4pm – 10pm

Saturday 4pm – 9pm

MANAGER:  WALTER BROOKS

Lodge Meetings Are Open To Members In Good 

Standing and is the Place to Discuss any Lodge 

issues. 

PER Meeting – 1st Monday; 

Lodge Meeting 2nd Monday of month, 7:00 p.m.  

Governing Board mtg – 3rd Monday at 7pm

BLOE Ladies Meetings – 1st Monday of month at 7pm

Member Illness / Convalescence:  Notify Lodge 

Secretary 

THE BUGLE • November 2020 •  Page  3 

27 28

BLOE Meeting

PER Meeeting

2 3

29

Lodge Meeting

7PM 

30

Trivia or Cards, 
Pool

snack bar open

New Line 

Dancing on 

1st, 2nd,and 

4th Thursday 

7pm to 9pm:

Social & Sports 

Social & Sports 

Social & Sports 

STARTS:   

6:30pm

SNACK BAR:

STARTS:   

6:30pm

SNACK BAR:

STARTS:   

6:30pm

SNACK BAR:

Friday night 

dinner see 

page 4

Friday night 

dinner see 

page 4

Friday night 

dinner see 

page 4

5:30pm -7:00pm

Queen

5:30pm -7:00pm

Queen

5:30pm -7:00pm

Queen

8:00am -11:00am

Cub Scouts 

Pancake Breakfast

5:30pm -7:00pm

Queen

.

Save the Date
November 9th,Lodge 

meeting
November 18th BLOE Dinner

November 19th 6:00 PM 

Brandon Boys

6:30pm Cub 

Scout 

Pack MTG. -

Hall

Door: George 

Schribner

Door; Mark 

Vargo

Door: Delores 

Westfall
BLOE Dinner 

6:30 PM see 

page 5

STARTS:   

6:30pm

SNACK BAR:

Door: Lara 

McCleary

Pease RSVP for Dinners

Brandonelksrsvp@yahoo.com

Friday night 

dinner see 

page 4

November 

Birthday

Dinner

Drive 

through 

food drive

8:00am - 11:00am

BLOE Breakfast –

Hall

DD/VP 

Visitation



NOVEMBER MENU ITEMS

NOVEMBER 4TH DONALD HARRISON & GANG $8.00

FREE FOR MEMBERS IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS IN NOVEMBER

SALAD - TOSSED

ENTREE (CHOOSE ONE) CHICKEN MARSALA OR COUNTRY FRIED CHICKEN

SIDES: MASHED POTATOES, CORN AND GREEN BEANS

DESSERT: BIRTHDAY CAKE

NOVEMBER 6TH MCCLEARY AND COMPANY  $10.00

SALAD TOSSED

ENTREE ROAST BEEF

SIDES: MASHED POTATOES AND VEGGIES

DESSERT CAKE OR ICE CREAM

NOVEMBER 7TH DONALD HARRISON AND GANG $10.00 (Visitation)

SALAD: TOSSED OR CAESAR

ENTRÉE: STUFFED ROAST BEEF LOIN

SIDES: MASHED POTATOES AND VEGGIES

DESSERT:

NOVEMBER 13TH JAN AND HIS CREW  $10.00  (Veterans ½ Price)

SALAD: TOSSED

ENTRÉE: POT ROAST AND GRAVY

SIDES: MASHED POTATOES AND VEGGIES

DESSERT: CAKE OR ICE CREAM

NOVEMBER 20TH DONALD HARRISON & GANG $10.00

SALAD: TOSSED OR CAESAR

ENTRÉE: BAKED LEG QUARTERS, BAKED FISH, OR FRIED SHRIMP

SIDES: COLE SLAW AND VEGGIES

DESSERT: YES

NOVEMBER 26TH  DONALD HARRISON AND GANG $8.00

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

SALAD: TOSSED OR CAESAR

ENTRÉE: TURKEY, HAM OR PORK LOIN

SIDES: GREEN BEANS, MASHED POTATOES AND GRAVY, CRANBERRY SAUCE AND

SWEET POTATOE CASSEROLE, CORN BREAD, AND DINNER ROLLS.

DESSERT: PUMPKIN PIE

NOVEMBER 27TH VARGO AND ASSOCIATES  $5.00

ENTRÉE:  HOT DOGS AND CHILI

TO BE ASSURED A MEAL, PLEASE RSVP TO BRANDONELKSRSVP@YAHOO.COM

WITH YOUR ENTRÉE CHOICE AND NUMBER OF MEALS. BY 10:00AM THE DAY OF THE 

MEAL.
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By: Terri Ciesla

B.L.O.E. President

BLOE BITS
Next Meeting is November 2nd at 7:00 

PM

Hoping to See You There!

THE BUGLE • November 2020 •  Page 5

Welcome back!

It feels so good to get back to the lodge. 

We had a very well attended meeting in October. Thanks go out to 
Lori, Nancy, Nicki, Puppet, and Patty for our delicious sloppy joe meal 
and fun gifts. I hope those of you that could not attend, will be able to 
join us at our November meeting. 

Our first breakfast back was a huge success. 85 breakfasts were 
served. It was so nice seeing the lodge so active again. Thanks to all 
that helped Nancy with the breakfast prep, set-up,cooking, money 
collection, clean-up, etc. This monthly breakfast takes a lot of 
hands. If you haven’t helped, try it... it’s a lot of fun and we can use 
your help.

Our Wednesday night dinner was also well attended. We served 
about 40 dinners. About half were take-out. So if you are still trying 
to maintain social distancing, you can take out a meal. I will be 
cooking once again for the November dinner on November 18. Hope 
to see more folks in attendance.

We have not had a Lady of Distinction since July but we will be 
announcing a well-deserving lady in November.

“A person who never made a mistake, never tried anything 
new.” Albert Einstein

Stay healthy. See you at the lodge.

Terri

Brandon Ladies of Elks

500 Club Winners
The 500 club names drawn in October: J 
Merschard
M Martinez
L Hughes
R Rupp
P Ahrens

all were NOT SIGNED UP.

Carol Flood signed up and a winner

Brandon Ladies of lks

Presents

Wednesday Night International Dinner

When:  Wednesday November 18,2020

6:30 – 7:30 PM

Tickets: $8.00 – Advance tickets available at the bar

RSVP – brandonelksrsvp@yahoo.com

Our resident chef Terri Ciesla will be preparing

Ground Beef Welllington

Salad, Potatoes, Green Beans and a special

Surprise desert

*****Take out Available*****

Please wear 

a Mask

There has not been a 
lady selected

mailto:brandonelksrsvp@yahoo.com


6

THE BUGLE • November 2020 •  Page  6 

Annual Calendar

The annual calendar will be updated to reflect any dinners or events 

that will take place in the Lodge.  You should also check the 

Brandon Elks Facebook page and Brandonelks.org for events.  

Please RSVP for Dinners “brandonelksrsvp@Yahoo.com”

Bugle Editor

We need a lodge member to step up and take over the publishing of 

the monthly Bugle News Letter.  If interested. Please contact the 

Exalted Ruler or Gerry Westfall at 813-363-1713.   Training will be 

provided and requires only a basic knowledge of Power Point and 

email.
.

Kitchen Manager Needed

The Elks Lodge needs a member to manage the Kitchen.

This position requires coordinating with member cooks to arrange for Friday 

night dinners and Tuesday and Thursday night snack bars.

Controlling the Kitchen by maintaining the cleanliness of the Kitchen and 

passing health inspections.

.  Please RSVP for Dinners “brandonelksrsvp@Yahoo.com”

Bingo Helpers Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5

Table 4 6:30 Barbra Grace Weigand Barbra Myers Grace Weigand Bob

Table 4 6:30 Sandy/Jim Mary Ryan Barbra Sandy/Jim Mary Ryan

Table 4 6:30 Trudy Wade Trudy Wade Trudy Wade Trudy Wade Trudy Wade

Call Bingo 6:30/7:45 Nicky Wells Mark Vargo Ron Mathews Jane Moon Ron Mathews

Call Bingo 7:45/9:00 Nancy Price Mary Lou Scribner Rick Weigand Marionette

Call Bingo 6:30/7:45 Jeannie Barfield Jeannie Barfield Jeannie Barfield Don Moon Jeannie Barfield

Call Bingo 7:45/9:00 Lori Underberg Sharon H Beth Benham Jeannie Barfield

We are still looking for a few more volunteers to help with Bingo  - Call marionette at 813-956-3776

Bingo Schedule for November
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MONTHLY LODGE MEETING

We are back and will hold our regular monthly Lodge meetings in the Lodge 

Hall, with social distancing. We will have our regular Lodge meeting on 

Monday, November 9th, 2020, at 7:00 P.M. in the Lodge Hall. If you feel 

comfortable attending, please do. Don’t forget your 2020-2021 Dues card. 

We have our regular business to attend to, we have several applications to 

vote on.  Face masks are still optional. Hand sanitizers are still available. 

Dress code for meetings is long pants and collared shirt for men. 

Skirt, Dress, or long slacks for women.

Attention RV Storage Users

It was brought to our attention that a license plate was stolen from the RV 

Storage area. Because of this incident, we request that you periodically check 

on your RV’s to make sure everything is ok. The Elks lodge is not responsible 

for any damage or loss as indicated in your signed agreement.
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Bingo coming soon!

We need volunteers for the following areas:

Calling back bingo winners- starts at 6:30 pm

Collecting money - this starts at 4 pm

Calling Bingo - starts at 6:30 pm

Please call Puppet at 813-956-3776 and leave a message.

Bags of Brotherly Love

The bags of brotherly love continue to help the homeless by donating our items to those in need 

through our partners with the Homeless Initiative. We are so grateful to our fellow lodge 

members who continue to donate to this much needed cause in our area. Special thanks to 

Kathy Eldridge who has supplied us with body wash, deodorant, and hats that we can put in our 

bags. We also received a monetary donation from one of our partners with the Homeless 

Initiative which will certainly come in handy as the year winds down. Big thanks to our ER Mark 
Vargo for his generous donation of deodorant for our bags.

We understand through our hotel homeless liaison that the Tampa and Brandon hotel locations 

are doing ok with assistance from the county concerning food so we have been using our 

resources to keep our bags stocked and ready for delivery. We just delivered 40 bags on 10/16 

to our Gracepoint partner in Tampa as they have seen an increase in homeless need these past 
few weeks.

We will continue to keep you updated with our progress and will continue to take any donations 

you may have either at the lodge in the bucket near the office or by phone call where your 

donations can be picked up by us. Thanks once again for helping to bring dignity back into the 

lives of those less fortunate. Elks Care, Elks Share continues to help those in our county that 

cannot help themselves even in the smallest of ways and for that we thank all of you. Hope to 
see you all at the lodge soon.

Bob and Elisa Blair

813-758-8894
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10510 Riverview Drive  

(813) 671-3121                                                                                                             
Riverview, Florida  33578

813) 671-3730 Fax

Linda Hinkle

Office Manager

Kevin Talbert

Director / Owner

Mark C. Vargo, Sr. 

Director / Owner

Brandon Lodge Notices & Announcements

305-498-5654

Any questions or concerns about the Veterans 

the Elks Lodge serves or note worthy Veteran 

events, please address them with Robin.

God Bless our Veterans.

Food Drive

On Saturday 14 November we will be holding a drive through Thanksgiving 

day food drive at the Elks Lodge to help provide food for the homeless and 

less fortunate.  Please drop by and help make this event a success.
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Brotherhood Ride arrives at Brandon Elks Lodge
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800 Centennial Lodge Drive

Brandon, FL 33510

“Change Service Requested”

A Fraternal Organization

Brandon Elks Lodge #2383

Tape 

Here

Tape 

Here
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FLORIDA WILL, LIVING TRUST
LIVING WILL

POWER OF ATTORNEY
William R. Mumbauer, Attorney

813-685-3133

205 N. Parsons Ave., Brandon, FL 33510

www.flwillstrustsprobate.com

Living Will $75

Durable Power of Attorney $75

Health Care Surrogate Designation $75

800 Centennial Lodge Drive, Brandon

SNACK BAR FOOD & DRINKS

Every Thursday Night at 6:30pm

Brandon Elks Lodge

TO  THE  RV GUESTS

Just a few words to

Welcome you back to our RV Park 
AS YOU KNOW OUR RATES ARE

4$20 per night; 7th night FREE

4RV Storage is $50 per month

THANKS FOR STAYING 

IN OUR PARK

Jack Mineo 813-681-2531 2383
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