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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR EXALTED RULER, LOU VALENCIA

So we are now in January, a lot has been accomplished, We had the Christmas Families again this year, We are still donating
to “A Kids Place”. We donated to a couple more schools in time for Christmas, for the under privileged children.

| would like to ask the members to think about helping Robin in the upcoming year. As our officers move up there will be an
opening for Lecturing Knight and possibly other positions. Please let Robin or myself know if you are interested in officer or
committee lead positions. March will be here before you know it.

On the entertainment side, “Garyoke is back every other week, so come on out to the Lodge and have some fun with us. The
Umatilla Bus tour is set for February 22 for all those that have never been this is a must see! It will give you firsthand
knowledge of our wonderful youth camp, lunch will be provided and the plan is to stop and visit some other Lodges on the way
home, all without having to worry about traffic. Just sit back and enjoy the ride. We need 40 people to fill bus; there is a list at
the bar for those who are interested. Please consider signing up!

We have our last lodge Olympics at Lakeland Lodge on January 17 12pm - 4pm!

Lastly, | will ask that you would Volunteer your time, there is so much done in the Lodge on a daily basis and it is all
accomplished by Volunteers. t

Fraternally Yours, Lou Valencia, Exalted Ruler

Obligation: An oath, a course of action or duty to a commitment.

Brotherly Love: Feeling For Humanity, Having Compassion, Being Tolerant, Accepting, Forgiving.
Charity: The voluntary giving of help, typically to those in need, in a generous way.

1 A
Diligence: Being conscientious of one's work or duties, showing care, protective, guarding, keeping someone safe.

Elkdom: Exemplifying charity, justice, brotherly love and fidelity, by improving the quality of life for our community and lodge.

— 3 Hello PER’s!

Hello PER’s | hope Santa was good to everyone and you all had a blessed and beautiful Christmas Holiday and now we are
in a brand-new year. Welcome to 2026 E2 EB!! | think we had some great PER luncheons last year and | hope to do the
same this new year. So, for our first luncheon in 2026. We will be going to The Wooden Spoon at 865 Lithia Pinecrest Rd
behind Mavis Tires. And when do you ask are we going, the 2nd Thursday of January 1/8/2026. | hope everyone can
attend. Until then Happy New Year and | hope it is a prosperous and healthy one for all.
Your Restaurant Hunter
Kim Martinez PER

ELK OF THE MONTH - Ed Ciesla
Who has helped me out in achieving some of our projects this month.
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Brandon Lodge Officers for 2025-2026 Elk Yea

r

Committee Chairs 2025-2026

Accident Prevention - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678 Hall Rental - Terri Ciesla - 813-679-8007

Annual Calendar Updates - Mark Vargo 813-376-8855 Hoop Shoot - COULD BE YOU!

Bugle Editor - Lara McCleary 203-988-5089 House Committee - Rick Weigand - 813-748-2678
Community Activities - Lou Valencia or Mark Vargo Kitchen Manager - Marionette Garvey - 813-956-3776

Drug Awareness - COULD BE YOU! Lodge Advisors - Henry Poage 813-480-6272 and George
Scribner 850-206-0577
Grants Coordinator - Kathy Bilinski KayBilinski@yahoo.com
Fraternal Committee - Lodge Maintenance - Rick Weigand 813-748-2678 & Lou
Fraternal Sub Committees: Valencia 813-376-9863
Americanism: Nickie Wells 813-716-8056
Flag Day: Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654 Lodge Purchasing Food - Stephen Blackman 813-378-1597
Lodge Activities: Mark Vargo 813-376-8855
Orientation: Jerrilyn Pietro 813-493-0425 Public Relations - Jerrilyn Pietro 813-493-0425
Elks Memorial Day: Lou Valencia -813-376-9863 & Lara McCleary 203-988-5089
ENF: Nickie Wells 813-716-8056
Veterans Services: Robin Rutzke 305-498-5654 Youth Activity - Jim Randall - 813-833-7086

Web Master : Ray Bilinski ~-webmasterbrandonelks@gmail.com
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BI_OE BITS Next Meeting is BLOE Elected Officers
:IAN!JARY 5TH($ 71%’ PM' President: Terri Ciesla
opingto See You Therel Vice president: Jane Gilblair

Recording Secretary: Donna Mancuso-Fultz

Hello 2026 Corresponding secretary: Beth Benham
Time to wind down and relax after the last few hectic months. Treasurer: Janis Jacobson
December was very busy with 3 caterings, basket raffle, breakfast Past Lady President: Jane Gilblair

with Santa, and a Christmas party for the foster children from A Kids
Place. Busy but very satisfying and worth it. Thank you to all the
volunteers and especially to Kathy Bilinski who took charge of the .
breakfast with Santa and Jane Gilblair who continues to create Chaplin: MaryAnn Kramer
beautiful raffle baskets!! Parliamentarian: Nancy Price
Our Santa, James Lair, was wonderful with the children and looked Historian: Jerrilyn Pietro

the part with his actual long hair and beard. Thank you, James.

We have fun activities planned for January including card bingo and Official Hostess: Lara McCleary
bunco. Also, save the date for the Galantines Day Brunch on

February 14! \\' {!
- ¥

Appointed Officers

Committee Chairpersons

Audit and Budget: Roseanne Caracciolo
Birthdays and anniversaries: Cathy Hudson
Bylaws: Mary Lou Scribner

Catering: Terri Ciesla and Nancy Price
Charities: Wendy Smith

Lady of distinction: Julie Ebert

Lots of luck: Kathy Hattan

Membership: Jane Gilblair

Program: Laurie Bayne

See you at the Lodge,
Terri

Terri Ciesla
President

Are you giving money away
If you are at the Lodge on a Friday night you could WIN UP TO $500 if
you have signed up for the 500 Club. If you are sighed up and cannot

be there you can still WIN UP TO $250. Tell me that extra money Properties: Carolyn Thomas
would not make your day! The easiest way to sign up so you don't Publicity: Jerrilyn Pietro

miss a drawing is to do it one time before April 1, 2026 when you pay 8 Scholarships: Kathy Eldridge
your dues. $52 and you're good for the year. That is much easier Secret pal: Millie Marrero

than paying a dollar weekly. Every member in good standing and Sunday breakfast: Nancy Price
their spouse gets their name put in the drawing bin on April 1st. Did Sunshine: Karen McArthur

you know you can even win more then once a year? It has happened! Telephone: Charlene Hart

If your name is selected it goes right back in the bin, so you have
many other chances to win. In these fast-paced days make it easy on
yourself. If you have a membership card sign up! Don't miss out! Sign
up before April 1st and you’re done. Good luck everyone.

Brandon Ladies of Elks
Lady of Distinction
DECEMBER

Ways and Means: Terri Ciesla
Wednesday dinners: Terri Ciesla
Yearbook: Lori Underberg 2349

The Brandon Elks Lady of Distinction for December is actively involved in volunteering for the Sunday Breakfast program. She
routinely dedicates her time on Saturday morning preparing and on Sunday she helps serve or works in the kitchen. She is
always ready to do whatever needs to be done.

She regularly attends Bunko, Card Bingo, and Wednesday night dinners and even helps clean up. She can be spotted at all
events organized by the Brandon Ladies of Elks and the BPOE. Her presence at these gatherings demonstrates her
commitment to supporting and engaging with fellow members. She helped fill the blessing bags and filled cranberries for the
ECHO Thanksgiving Dinner project. In addition to her ongoing volunteer work, she has contributed to several recent Brandon
Ladies of Elks (BLOE) catering events, providing valuable assistance to ensure their success. Her enthusiasm for being a
member of the Brandon Elks is evident through her active participation and eagerness to serve. She truly enjoys her role
within the organization. Please join me in congratulating Anne Marie Fiorentino our December Lady of Distinction.
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Mary Lou Schreck Nancy Price EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

LODGE SECRETARY LODGE TREASURER J AN U A RY Dinner * Dancing *
Office Hours Office Hours Music

MONDAY: 3pm - 5pm MONDAY: 12pm -3pm
WEDNESDAY: 3pm —5pm | THURSDAY: 12pm —-3pm
Or call for appointment Or call for appointment

Weekly 50/50 Raffles
$500 Club Drawing

To All Lodge Members:

To clarify an apparent misunderstanding
regarding our lounge being reserved by one of
our members. Our lounge is always open to
our members, and their guests, during normal
operating hours. If there is a private event also

S5 MON TUE WED THU  FRI

happening during those hours, 1 2
members/guests are not allowed to freely
partake of any food and/or beverages supplied NEW YEAR'S FRIDAY BLOEFI’\?IAOVIE
by the member that reserved the use of our LODSEE D"#\‘GNI'IIETR NIGHT
lounge unless you were invited to the event, or CLOSED SEE PAGE 5 LOUNGE
the member grants you permission to partake FOR DETAILS
i TUESDAY CARDS NOW STARTS
of their food/beverage. AT 4:30PM
Brandon Lodge 5 6 7 8 9
SOCIAL & [T G LB 6:30PM FRIDAY
Su p pO rtS our Vete rans SPORTS MEETING - C::hl:l)ls PASTA m NIGHT DD/VP CLINIC
Lodge Veterans please come out every  [LEe8l\[¢]3 AL DINNER IN THE HALL DINIRE LAKELAND
th . 7PM PER o LOUNGE 6:30pm SEE PAGE 5 LODGE
4™ Wednesday of the month to enjoy free ()/ meetnG- ’ FOR DETAILS
dinner and visit with other local Vets! ) : /  ANTEROOM
Prepared by Nancy and friends.

13 14 15 16

|8AM -11AM
1 BLOE 4:30PM - 6:30PM m 12PM - 4PM
7PM BLOE CARD IN THE HALL '-;\m;DI-;I\'F ELK’S
HALL BINGO 6:30pm DINNER OLYMPICS
SOCIAL & LOUNGE SEEPAGES5  [ealiamele
BRANDON FOR DETAILS LODGE
SPORTS BOYS' DINNER
6:30PM
- L 5 LOUNGE
P i ais 19 20 21 22 23
Community - Friendship « Charity . SOCIAL &
join.elks.or 2 4:30PM - o
join.elks.org SPORTS . i (B 1 NG 0JA MEMBER
LOlUPI:AGE 7MPI¥38€R_D CARDS DINNER IN THE HALL DINNER :
Lounge Rental e 630pm  SIEFASER

Lounge usage will be restricted to
members, spouses or widows/widowers
for their own specific purpose, and they
must always be present during the rental

26 27 28 29 30

Lodge Meetings Are Open To Members In  [EAAHaS FRIDAY
g . g . P . SPORTS 6:30PM 4:30PM- m NIGHT PER DINNER
Good Standing and is the Place to Discuss |RWs[¥\lc'= : : 6:30PM DINNER 6:30PM
. i BLOE BUNCO 7PM VETERAN'S INTHEHALL  SEE PAGE 5 HALL
any Lodge issues. 2"d Monday of each LOUNGE CARDS DINNER 6:30pm  FOR DETAILS

month, February-April! 2"d and 4t HALL
Mondays of the month May-January!!
Dress code for meetings is long pants
and collared shirt for men.
LOUNGE HOUR
Skirt, Dress, or long slacks for women. Save the Date sﬁ)nlj ay:G 1pmo_q, pri
PER Meeting - 15t Monday, 7pm Monday - Thursday 4pm - 9pm
Lodge Meeting 2@ Monday of month, 7pm BLOE MEETING, JANUARY 5™ Friday 4pm - 10pm
Governing Board mtg — 31 Monday at 7pm PER MEETING JANUART 5™ M .S?t:,:gaﬁplm - 3‘:_mb b
BLOE Ladies Meetings — 19t Monday of LODGE MEETING, JANUARY 12™ i A
month at 6:30pm 1319 BOARD MEETING, JANUARY 19™ Manager: GLENN GARVEY
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JANUARY MENU ITEMS

THE ONLY WAY TO BE ASSURED OF A MEAL IS TO RSVP RSVPBRANDONELKS@YAHOO.COM

BY THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT BEFORE FOR FRIDAY NIGHT MEALS!
THIS HELPS US MAXIMIZE RESOURCES AND MINIMIZE WASTE
TEXTING OR CALLING THE LODGE IS NOT CONSIDERED AN RSVP!

JANUARY 2NP

Mark Vo and Crew

Frid 6:30pm
Janu':ur;,jdénd 3p
Chili and
Hot dog;s ‘

DINNER IS FROM 6:30PM - 8PM

JANUARY 11™

Best Breafpest in Town

Brandon Elks BLOE Breakfast

sunda
Sl e e A

12 and under

SUNDAY JANUARY 11TH
8AM-11AM

JAN UARY 2$RD

n _ SSSEC 9) to the 5
ﬁr = /\\ \@ M /’W
“ Jukebox music night!! g ALL YOU CAN EAT b R
JANUARY 7™ ~ JANUARY 16™ IA 8™
2 Wickieed Ericsdi w e
% szl P Friday Steak nght : y
= ~Join us for the best steak in town!! 3:1” W #
%&ﬁ@ = ;’:}anual‘g“t@ > ‘ \‘\( ?éé ‘
W M 7th Steak, fish, or shrimp with

Spagheitti and YMealballs

6:30 PM
WITH SALAD AND DESSERT

RSVPBRANDONELKS @ YAHOO.COM
JANUARY 9™

FRIDAY
A\NIGHT Lo

18YaYY Y Diftner starts at 6:30pm

n "LTERANS

N"g s eV Ve “"
January 28th
6:30pm

Narcy s Meatloaf

potao ve, dgg;tz rialad 7

JANUARY 30™

TO OUR ELKS RV GUESTS
Welcome to our RV Park

ELKS MEMBERS ONLY
OUR RATES ARE:

» $25 per night; 7t night FREE

» RV Storage is $60 per month

ALL RESERVATIONS ARE MADE
THROUGH CAMPSPOT
SEE INFO ON PAGE 6

Mark Vargo- 813-376-8855
LODGE PHONE - 813-685-6469

EBBlTE EL?B
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, P vnoow BirthdaaT T X
< - lli""i.'ﬁ-.'i_"'r N | J .||-."_|.__'?__:; = -
TO OUR JANUARY BIRTHDAY MEMBERS

_ WAYMON SEBER, DANA NELSON, FELICE ROBINSON, ROBERT CUPPERNELL, NELLO FAULK, __
y .AI__V]'N-CIBULA, ED SCANLAN, CARLOE DIADDEZIO, DAVID KESTLER, SANDIE PELKEY, LONNIE
4 '__-KF\‘E-GELKA, JAN CZAJKOWSKI, ALAN ECKE, MARY MCBEE, CHRIS BARTOLOMEO, TERRY '/
77 COOK, VINCENT ESPISITO, ED CAMPBELL, EDWARD AHRENS, STEPHANIE BYERLEY, -
LAWRENCE HRDINA, KEVIN MERSCHDORF, FRANK FUCHS, JERRILYN PIETRO, ROBERT
OLIVER, GEORGE LOPATA, JOHN WICK, BOB BOOKER, GARY VARNUM, RON ASHER, BOB
FLORENTINO, WILLIS HAM, MARK SIMS, SEYMOUR ELDRIDGE, BRUCE YOUNGGREN, LARRY
ILANE, ENRIQUE VALASCO, BEV LAUNDY, MARGARET MANTZEL gDAVID WYLY;

15;3,. B B 2

'I‘ha :
. FL()RI :
He N UI'HCMAHPH&‘\;
FLGI{IIJA STATE ELKS

BUS TRIP TO UMATILLA
A bus trip has been scheduled to tour the Florida Elk’s Youth
| Camp in Umatilla for February 22, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. After
the tour, the Youth Camp will provide lunch. The bus will
¥ depart the Brandon Lodge at 8 a.m. We will also be visiting
8 some Elk's lodges along the way home! Interested members
who wish to attend, must sign-up at the bar in the Lounge.

RV RESERVATIONS - CAMPSPOT
There has been a change to scheduling and paying for camping reservations
at the Brandon Lodge RV park. Reservations and payment will now be
completed online via the RV park info link
on brandonelks.org website. Individuals desiring to camp at Brandon Lodge
2383 will be redirected to the elks.org website where he or she will log in to
verify membership and enter the CampSpot website to complete the
reservation.

WHAT IS A BUGLE BOOSTER? It may be something you have forgotten about or don't know what a
Bugle Booster does. Believe it or not there are members in our Lodge that do not have a computer, so
they depend on the Bugle Boosters to keep them informed on lodge news and activities. So, we mail
them a Bugle every month. This program reminds those members that they are always invited to our
beautiful Lodge and what is going on so they can make a monthly plan. CAN YOU SPARE $5 A YEAR?
That's what | said just $5.That's less than two cents a day. Help keep all our members informed and you
get your name printed in the Bugle as a Booster. When you pay your dues just add that extra $5 with
your dues and let the office know that it is for the Booster Club. Don't forget you get your name printed
in the Bugle that's cool all by itself. I'm a member. Do you know who | am? Remember Elks care Elk’s share!
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Brandon Lodge #2383 Partners with Altria and AUSA to serve our Military for 25t year!
It all began back in 2001 just as our military was deploying to Afghanistan and this annual event continues today.

On Thursday, November 20, the Brandon Lodge #2383 in partnership with Altria Group, Inc. (previously known as Phillip
Morris Companies) and AUSA (Association of the United States Army) served a Thanksgiving dinner fit for a king to our
MacDill military and their families. Over 200 dinners were served.

Altria and AUSA sponsor this event each year, and in partnership Brandon Lodge offers the use their facilities and dedicated
Elk volunteers cook the meal.

The evening included JROTC Middleton High School Honor Guard. There was music and entertainment for the children,
including a clown and other activities. A professional photographer was available to preserve the memories for each family.
This is an annual event that this Lodge and their volunteers look forward to each year. Some have volunteered for this event
for 20 years! Such a special way to be involved in serving our military community.

Brandon Elk Volunteers: Pat and Jeff Lavoie, Carolyn Thomas, Diane League, Geri Mann, PER Rick and PLP Grace Weigand,
Bob Florentino, PLP Annie and Mark Fox, Lara and PER Jim McCleary, Dominic and Joe Schreck, Karen McArthur, Linda Craft,
Mark and Vicki Shorter and Rob Wetmore.

s

T | : f 4 i i \7! ]

AUSU President Marilyn Westropp and ER Lou Valencia, Diane League & Grace Weigand (BLOE): 20-year volunteers, PER Jim
McCleary and Lara McCleary (chairs of this event) with ER Lou Valencia and Kitchen Crew: Left to right front: Elk Pat Lavoie,
BLOE Carolyn Thomas, PLP Ann Fox, PLP Grace Weigand, PER Rick Weigand, Left to right back: Elk Bob Florentino, Elk Jeff
Lavoie

4

Join us for BLOE
Movie Night!!
Saturday January 3rd

TIMALLEN  JAMIE LEE CURTIS

with the

«2& A hilarious family comedy!
% [} 5‘% = 4

Food, Prizes, and lots of fun!
Wednesday January [4th
FOOD AT 6:00PM

Benefiting
Lodge Elks
Charities

10510 Riverview Drive Riverview, Florida 33578
(813) 671-3121 SOoUuTHERN FUNERAL CARE (813) 671-3730 Fax
FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICES
Kevin Talbert Linda Hinkle Mark C. Vargo, Sr.

Director / Owner Office Manager Director/Consultant
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Christmas Spirit was everywhere at Brandon Elks Lodge #2383
Brandon Elks Lodge #2383 continued its’ annual tradition of providing Christmas to families in their community. This year the
Lodge members adopted thirteen families and provided Christmas for thirty-three children. This lodge makes sure these
families enjoyed a wonderful Christmas, including presents for the children and a full Christmas dinner. Wednesday night,
December 10th there was plenty of Christmas spirit at the Lodge. Christmas carols were playing. Brandon Elk “elves” were all
wrapping gifts. Even grandchildren of Elk members were sharing in the merriment, learning first-hand what Elks do! Elks Care
- Elks Share!

Each year families are sought that have fallen on hard times; families that might not otherwise have a Merry Christmas with
toys and Christmas dinner. PER Marionette Garvey chairs this event. EIlk members choose their child to adopt and uses the
provided wish list to shop. The EIk members bear the cost of providing Christmas to their adopted child. Then everyone
gathers at the lodge to wrap.

Not only are clothes and toys for the children wrapped, but an entire Christmas dinner is also provided for the family. The
Christmas dinner is funded by the charity account of the Lodge. No detail is missed to ensure the family enjoys the Christmas
season.

S P M P il i | |
EIEE T

Baskets of Christmas Dinners, Wrapping: left to right: Charlene Hart, PLP Ann Fox, Anne Marie Fiorentino and Carolyn
Thomas, able of Gifts, Wrapping: left to right: Sofia Wolfe, Robin Rutzke and Marisol Hester

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY
The lodge helped two of their local schools. PER Marionette Garvey presented a check for $1,000 to Christopher Fisher,
Social Worker at the Limona Elementary School. She also presented a check for $1,000 to Principal Sarawanzi of Lopez
Exceptional School. Both schools will use these donations to help with Christmas for some of the families of the children from
those schools. These donations were funded by the charity account of the Lodge.
Each year the Brandon Lodge and their members get involved with their community and help provide a Merry Christmas to
families in need. It is an event that members look forward to each year.

Lopez Exceptional School: Left to right - Hiddie Meyer of Lopez, PER Marionette Garvey of Brandon Lodge #2383, Principal
Sarawanzi, Tammy Alleyn
Limona Elementary School: Left to right - PER Marionette Garvey, Christopher Fisher, Social Worker at Limona




Any questions or concerns about @ :

the Veterans that the Elks Lodge Eﬁ%\ teE':

serves, or other note worthy Vi

Veteran events, please address
them with Robin.
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VETERANS AFFAIRS
Committee Chair l
Robin Rutzke

BPOE Leading Knight '
USAF (ret)
305 498 5654

God Bless our Veterans!

§7turday January 17th 2026

v MONDAY JANUARY 26TH

10 Food at 1:00

pi Games at 2:00 19 Dinner - 6:00pm/Game - 6:30pm
Enter Eat Cash prizes for :
Mosbt wins / Mosbt losses
G(],I’Y]QS FOOd COhl‘,QS[‘,: Most Buncos / Lasbt Bunco

(Lodge will provide

(BJUINIC JO)

hot dogs with chiti)) W(ﬂ/‘w@{%m >
v Horseshoes 2L Cheesecake SRS = Tz
Location: Lakeland Elks Lodge ; Léf;%'é'if.?s‘é‘ﬁ'i";.'{‘.‘és

4529 Harden Blud, Lakeland, FL 33813

Geb your tickets at the bar and with Terri Ciesla

\5 % : EVENING INCLUDES
S Mashed Potato § Gravy - 4 Appetizers and 2 drink tickets

Mixed Veggies, Salad - Desse TiCketS are $50

P. with number of meals at RSVPBra/fdonElks@yahoo.com
U or you can purchase your tickes< from the "
NG Bartender or any PER. Chance to win $2500!!
N . To-Go Meals Available )

Please see Marionette Garvey

813-956-3776
N



W MEM%?E%UIWG; )

1. Ask a friend to join the Elks,

2. Invite your friend to the Lodge.
3. Ask them to apply on-line.
4.Follow-up with the application.

5.Schedule an initiation.

Community « Friendship « Charity @

join.elks.org

FLORIDAWILL, LIVING TRUST
LIVINGWILL
POWEROF ATTORNEY
William R. Mumbauer, Attorney
813-685-3133
205N. Parsons Ave., Brandon, FL 33510
www flwillstrustsprobate.com

Living Will $75
Durable Power of Attorney $75
Health Care Surrogate Designation $75

Jack S. Scaglione Insurance

11700 N 58th Street

2nd Floor, Suite F

Tampa, FL 33617

(813) 504-1645

www. jackscaglioneinsuranceagent.com

JScaglione3@brighthouse.com

Jack Scaglione

Licensed Insurance Agent

Medicare Supplements ~ Medicare Advantage
Final Expense ~ Whole Life ~ UL's ~ IUL's
Term Insurance ~ Annuities

BRANDON ELKS LODGE #2383 ¢ 800 CENTENNIAL LODGE DRIVE * BRANDON, FL ¢ 33510 ¢ (813) 685-6469




